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PRESS: Akaku: Maui Community Television, Inc.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: ...(gavel)... The Budget and Finance Committee meeting for
April the 11, 2008 is now in session. The time is 9:07. Members, good morning.

COUNCILMEMBER BAISA: Good morning.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you for your participation in last night’s public hearing here in
this Chambers. At this time, I’d like to introduce the Members that are here this morning.
We do have Member Mateo, Baisa, Johnson, Medeiros, Molina, and Member Victorino.
Excused are Member Anderson, Johnson--I'm sorry . . .(laughter). . .

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: .. .(laughter). . .

CHAIR PONTANILLA: ... Anderson--

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Thank you.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: --and Mr. Hokama.

COUNCILMEMBER MEDEIROS: .. .(laughter). . .

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Good morning, Ms. Johnson . . .(laughter). . .

ALL: .. .(laughter). . .

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: I'm here. . .(laughter). . .(inaudible). . .

CHAIR PONTANILLA: I so used to, you know? . . .(laughter). . .

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: .. .(laughter). . . 1know . . .(laughter). . .

CHAIR PONTANILLA: This morning supporting the Committee, we do have our support
Staff . .we do have Michael Geers, Gayle Revels, as well as Lance Taguchi, they’re our
Legislative Analyst; and our Committee Secretary, Yvette Bouthillier. Up front, we do
have Fred Pablo, Fred is the Director of Budget; and we have our First Deputy from

Corporation Counsel, Traci Fujita Villarosa. Before we start our public testimony this
morning, I'd like to have everyone here in these Chambers to either put your cell phone
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on the silent mode or if you could turn it off. The Chair and the Committee would
appreciate that as not to interrupt the people that are testifying this morning.

... Thank you. People that are testifying this morning, you have three minutes to testify
and if you need an additional three minutes, you can come back after everyone has
testified the first go around, and then the Chair will allow another three minutes. But this
morning, you have three minutes to testify, after two minutes has gone by the Staff will
notify you that you have one minute to conclude.

... For those of you that are testifying, if you can provide us your name and the
organization that you represent, the Committee would appreciate that. So, Members, the
first person to sign up for public testimony at this time, Ms. Tina Thompson. . .followed
by Dr. Clyde Sakamoto.

...BEGIN PUBLIC TESTIMONY. . .

MS. THOMPSON: Aloha kakahiaka, Budget Chair Joseph Pontanilla and Members of the
Budget and Finance Committee. My name is Tina Thompson. Today I'm testifying on
behalf of Aloha Festivals, Island Manager for Molokai. 1, first of all, I’d like to thank
Charmaine Tavares for her continued support in having the line item included in the
budget proposal which is before you. Also, I would like to thank the previous
Administration for having it included yearly and, of course, Council Members for their
continued support throughout the years. If I can just provide a brief history on the
creation of Aloha Festivals? What is known today as Aloha Festivals was created in
1946 as Aloha Week. It was a cultural celebration of Hawaii’s music, dance and
history. . .intended to preserve our unique traditions. There was a group--the former
Jaycees, known as the Jaycees old-timers of Hawaii--that had a vision to create a public
celebration to honor Hawaii’s cosmopolitan heritage, yet create a celebration which has
itself become an island tradition. This year, the 2008 marks Aloha Festivals 62" year
Statewide celebration. For Molokai, it’s very special this year, it’s Aloha Festivals 50"
anniversary.

Aloha Festivals events are throughout the State between August and October. If you go
online to alohafestivals.com, you are able to view the Statewide schedule of events for all
the various islands.  The previous Island Manager before me was the late
Patrick S. Kawano. He served for some 30-plus years, and during his years he was
successful of securing this funding of $40,000 for Aloha Festivals. And we have been
getting it on a yearly basis. These monies are evenly distributed among Molokai, Lanai,
Maui, and Hana. We are also funded through sales of Aloha Festivals’ ribbons,
merchandise, corporate sponsorship, private donations, appropriated funds from Hawaii
Tourism. Funding is needed. But also with funding, the volunteers are an important
factor. Without volunteers, we wouldn’t be able to put on the various events that are
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scheduled. They are my backbone. The committee staff that I have has been involved
before even my time. I’ve been involved only 16 years, but as the Island Manager for 6
years. You can say | inherited this position from the past manager, Patrick Kawano.
Maybe some of you were involved in Aloha Festivals in past years. 1 know
Councilmember Danny Mateo, he was involved, he was the Parade Chair for Aloha
Festivals on Molokai for many of years. He also Co-Chaired. . .he actually Co-Island
managed with me the first year that Pat left it to us. So to close, I ask for your continued
support and I thank you very much.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, questions for the testifier at this time? Seeing
none, thank you very much. Dr. Sakamoto. . .followed by Mr. Mike McCormick.

MR. SAKAMOTO: Clyde Sakamoto, Chancellor of Maui Community College. Good morning
and aloha. T am here representing my colleagues and students, patients of our programs,
clients of our programs. And I’m primarily here to thank Chair Pontanilla, Members of
the County Council, the Mayor, and all of the offices that we’ve been working with for
the tremendous support that higher education has received in the County of Maui.
Without your support we would not have been able to address some of Maui County’s
most critical kinds of challenges, among them as you all are aware, health services. And
you’ll hear from my colleagues about health services, about long-term care and about our
contributions to sustainable economic development, renewable energy, sustainable
technologies. All of which without the County’s collaboration and cooperation and
especially the Mayor’s Office and the leadership from the Office of Economic
Development, Deidre Tegarden, Dr. Victor Reyes have been instrumental in helping us
shape what we believe will be a changed future for the County of Maui. Slowly but
inevitably we must move away from our reliance on oil. Just a few points of critical
information. The County Council and Mayor’s support have allowed us to increase our
nursing student population by two-fold. We have with your help increased our student
numbers by serving 80 brand new students, 38 of whom are moving towards, having
completed really their ADN Program, Associate Degree Nursing Program and have
become registered nurses. You’re going to see their faces, their pictures and recognize
their names as members of our community and we are working on creating these kinds of
sustainable living wage careers in those professions that will allow our Maui residents to
continue to live on Maui. And so we are being increasingly selective about how we’re
allocating our resources. You’ve also helped us with our Dental Assisting Program, this
Dental Assisting Program has served about 37 students now completing the program and
they are moving towards in many cases our Dental Hygiene Program. Which you’ve also
helped us invest in, in developing the kind of curriculum that’s allowed us to go before
the Board of Regions and get that program through. And this program as you very well
know from our work together with creating the Dental Van and its services for our
community that’s continuing to expand. We now have almost 7,000 of our Maui County
residents whom we’ve helped served with your support. And so I cannot overstate the
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importance of the County and college collaboration. Without our partnership and
relationship the kinds of precious resources that the college has cannot be leveraged in
the way that we need to advance our communities highest interest.

MR. TAGUCHI: Three minutes.

MR. SAKAMOTO: And so again I want to thank you for your help and support and look
forward to continuing to strengthen our partnership. Mahalo.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Dr. Sakamoto. Members, questions for Dr. Sakamoto at
this time? Seeing none, thank you again.

MR. SAKAMOTO: Thank you.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Mr. Mike McCormick, followed by Mr. Mike Morris.

MR. McCORMICK: . .. Aloha, Council Chair Pontanilla and Council Members. My name is
Mike McCormick and I’'m here representing Best Buddies International. Best Buddies
was started by Anthony Kennedy Shriver and his parents have started a lot of institutions
in American Society, Special Olympics, the Job Corps, Vista and Head Start. I’'m proud
to say that we now have two high school chapters up and running here on Maui County at
Baldwin High School and Maui High School. And with your help and support in the next
months ahead I’ll be operating chapters at the high schools throughout Maui County.
Basically in a nutshell what Best Buddies does is it brings the regular students together
with intellectually disabled students and a friendship is created and that friendship will go
on and last many times for a lifetime. I’'m also excited to say that I’ve already got some
excited faculty members and students that will be attending an international leadership
conference at Indiana University this summer. And these students will be mentored from
leaders and educators from around the world in community service volunteerism. One
final note is yesterday I had meetings with the Department of Disabilities over at the
State Capital in the Lieutenant Governor’s Office trying to get some State support. And
they’ve partnered us with Easter Seals, and Easter Seals will be offering our high school
and possibly college students some part-time employment opportunities here on the
island and throughout the State. So once again I can only say thank you to Mayor
Tavares for including us in her line item and ask the County Council to support our
request. Thank you.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, any questions for Mr. McCormick this
morning? Seeing none, thank you again for your testimony.

MR. McCORMICK: Thank you.
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CHAIR PONTANILLA: Mr. Mike Morris, followed by Ms. Mabel Lopes.

MR. MORRIS: Good morning, Council Members, Council Chair. I’'m Mike Morris with the
Maui Family YMCA. T'm here on behalf of the 3,600 members and 8,000 program
participants and 400 volunteers at the YMCA. 1 also received a really nice
announcement on Wednesday that our after school programs go from serving 225 every
day to over 1,000 this coming school year. So we’re very happy about the progress the
Y has made in the last several years. Last year the Council was kind enough to put half a
million dollars in the budget for the YMCA Capital Improvement Plan. T would hope
that the Council would see fit to do that again this year. Our capital campaign, total
campaign is $10 million and we certainly love to break ground next year but we’ll need
the Council’s help to make that happen.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, questions for Mr. Morris? Seeing none, thank
you very much for your testimony. Ms. Mabel Lopes, followed by Ms. Nancy Johnson.

MS. LOPES: ... Good morning. Good morning.
COUNCIL MEMBERS: Good morning.

MS. LOPES: My name is Mabel Lopes and I’'m here today representing the North Shore Long
Term Care. When I first got involved with the Long Term Care, we found out that the
greatest need in the north shore area is for caregivers. And so I would like to thank the
County very much for donating, I mean for supporting the Nursing Program at MCC
which is very, very important. And I have here today thank-you-letters from the
graduates from the Long Term Care classes that are now graduated. Can I present this to
you?

.. . Because of the great need for the population that are getting into the aging and we
want a aging place--I mean I’'m one of them and I’'m very fortunate that my children, I
have a large family so I know my children are gonna take care of me. But we still have
people who don’t have that. . .at their own home. So I would like to thank the County
again very, very much for their support of the Nursing Program and how far they have
come through MCC. I would like to give own, personal testimony about what 1 went
through. Okay. My husband had cancer and the doctors had given him only six months
to live. But he was determined and I was determined. . .so he lived for four and a half
years. And without my training as a caregiver, I could not have done it. And I also have
to thank MEO because their bus service was the one that got him to his treatments and
back home. . .because we couldn’t get him in the car, he was paralyzed. And, you know,
it was a great help. So the house-to-house buses for MEO is very, very important for the
senior people. And I also wanted to tell you that I was lucky enough to when I was in
high school I got, I received the Red Cross Home Nursing Program. And that helped me

-8-



BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE
Council of the County of Maui

April 11, 2008

a lot. And that’s like the, was a six-week program, like how they have the Elder Care
Program at the MCC Nursing Program. And I also was lucky enough to, when I was
working at Kula Hospital, I was fortunate enough to get into the First Responder class,
and there I learned how to take care of a person. I learned first aid, I learned CPR and all
the necessities to take care of a patient. So my husband lived for four and a half years at
home with the help of me and my children. So I'd like to express how important this
program is because a lot of people would like to get into the program, they don’t have the
time or the money to go to an extended nursing program. Because it takes a lot to go
through the RN and registered nurses. So we do need this short-term program for the
caregivers because the greatest need is training the caregivers. And so with that T would
like to thank you again. . .very much.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Ms. Lopes. Members, questions for the testifier at this
time? Seeing none, thank you for your testimony. Ms. Nancy Johnson, followed by
Mr. Blair Thorndike.

MS. JOHNSON: Good morning. I’m Nancy Johnson, I'm the Allied Health Department Chair
at Maui Community College. And I’'m here to thank you too for supporting the Career
Ladder Nursing Program, the Dental Assisting, Dental Hygiene Program and our Maui
Oral Health Center. I, yeah, you have from us a packet of information that shows you
pictures of the people you supported. The first coversheet is the picture of the first class
of nurses that were admitted only because of the funding you gave us. There were 40
students admitted, 38 are practical nurses, 35 of the 38 are continuing in the RN Program.
Clyde was a little ahead of himself, they will become RNs in December. So those
students would not be nurses without the support of the County. The second page it has a
picture of a few of the nurses in the second class you supported that were admitted this
January along with the Nursing Program Coordinator Marge Kelm. They’re in front of
Kula Hospital which I think is symbolic of the fact we not only serve Maui Memorial,
Kula Hospital but all the healthcare facilities on Maui. These students, there are 37 in
this class and they are, they were just beginning but they will graduate in December 10,
010 /sic]. 1 also have some information about the need, even though the Nursing
Program has doubled the Center on Nursing, and this has doubled throughout the State,
the Center on Nursing projects that in 2020 there will be 2,670 shortfall of nurses in
Hawaii. If you figure Maui County is 11 percent of Hawaii that’s, we’re a shortfall of
293 nurses even with the doubled program. One part of that is the, the age of nurses in
Hawaii, there’s an anticipated large number of nurses who will retire so it impacts those
numbers. I think a really significant information for you is the number of travelers that
are being used. Maui Memorial Medical Center spent $3.4 million for travelers in the
last 12 months. Hale Makua spent $986,000 in 2007 and you’ll notice that not, that’s,
that’s money that's spent for the nurse but also 30 to 35 percent of that money goes to the
agency that hires them. So it doesn’t even go for nursing care. If we prepared Maui
nurses they’d be here. Now there’s always going to be a need for some specialty nurses
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for travelers but that may be, the Maui Memorial Hospital person I talked to said 5 of 40
that they hire in a month they’d have to hire anyway. But they’d like to hire 35
additional Maui nurses. On the next page, I have the information on dental. We really
appreciate your support and we’re very excited about the fact that we have a new
Associate in Science in Dental Hygiene that will begin, we’ll be enrolling students in the
Fall and they’ll actually start in January *09. The dentists I know have written to you and
testified about their fremendous need for dental hygienists. And on the last page, I put a
graph of the, the demographics. And you see how the majority of Maui’s people are over
50 and this, those numbers in that diagram were from 2005.

MS. REVELS: Three minutes.

MS. JOHNSON: And so you know we’re going to need more dental hygienists as well. The last
thing I want to speak about is the Oral Health Center. Seven hundred visits a month,
these are from Maui’s neediest people who have no other place to see the dentist.
Dr. Mills from the ER says he sees one to three dental patients a day in the emergency
room because they have no access to dental care. Thank you so much for your support.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Ms. Johnson. Members, questions for the testifier this
morning? Seeing none, thank you again. Blair Thorndike?

UNIDENTIFIED SPEAKER: Mr. Chair, Blair had to leave.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Okay. Alda St. James? Alda?

MS. ST. JAMES: Good morning, Council Members. Thank you again for hearing about our
programs. Keiki Kokua serves 300 families, foster and adopted families and 500 children
and youth. I’m asking a $35,000 line item in the Mayor’s Budget. This morning I
wanted to state emphatically what Keiki Kokua is and what it is not. What it is not is a
nice to have service that is expendable anymore than Maui’s foster children and their
foster parents are expendable. What we are is an essential service that exists on Maui
only because Keiki Kokua exists. Right now, I want to list for you our program
outcomes so you can see that what we do has an enormous impact on our children,
families and community. As a result of Keiki Kokua programs, the foster family
environment will become strengthened, more nurturing and more supportive. Foster
children will be moved less often, remaining in one home longer, finding stability,
security and loving care. Foster children will develop better communication skills with
the families raising them. Traditional family values will be demonstrated to children in
youth and care through group activities. Foster children will discover that their unique
cultural values and heritage and their foster parents will honor these values. Former
foster youth will turn to Keiki Kokua for assistance, foster parents will feel supported and
recognized for their valuable contribution to the community. Foster parents will become

-10 -



BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE
Council of the County of Maui

April 11, 2008

more knowledgeable and gain more parenting skills. Parents will have access to local
and State and resources and agencies more easily. A Respite Care Program will provide
lost cost quality childcare, this will enable parents to take time off, become less stressed
and help prevent instance of foster parent child abuse. A growing venue of free services
to keiki will offer foster parents more goods and services donated by the local
community. A foster parent exchange will benefit foster families in need of children’s
clothes, toys and other items donated by the local community. Our programs will relieve
pressure on social workers who cannot always address concerns in a timely manner. As
foster parents needs are met, better communication will occur between social workers
and parents. Recruitment and retention rates of foster homes will increase. More
contended foster families will lead to the strengthening of, of the foster care program of
Maui County as a whole. Partners with like-minded organizations will increase,
partnerships will increase, and Keiki Kokua’s effectiveness in the community will be
leveraged by using the resources of each partner. I hope that this brief overview has
convinced you that you, has convinced you that there is an urgent need which must be
addressed sooner or later. If later, the cost to County and State agencies dealing with
disenfranchised youth will be staggering. Please prevent this from happening by funding
Keiki Kokua services now. Please change a lifetime. To help you remember this, I'm
giving you a foster care pin today in recognition of Foster Care month which is coming
up in May. Thank you.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, questions for the testifier this morning? Thank
you again.

MS. ST. JAMES: May I give this . . .(inaudible). . .

CHAIR PONTANILLA: You can leave it with the Staff and then we’ll deliver that pins. Thank
you. The next testifiers are Mike Yamashiro and Alan Yamamoto.

... Gentlemen, you do have three minutes. . .not apiece but total.
MR. YAMASHIRO: Okay.
ALL: .. .(laughter). . .

MR. YAMASHIRO: Good morning, everyone. My name is Mike Yamashiro and I am here on
behalf of the Tao Preschool. We are asking the County to help us with funding a project
to correct the water drainage problem that is damaging our preschool playground area.
We are located on the grounds of the lTao Congregational Church, which is here in
Wailuku. And we’re bordered on one side by the Vineyard Street and the other side by
Main Street. On the Main Street side we’re located just across the Bailey House
Museum. We have a parking area off of that Main Street area which is often used by our
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preschool parents to drop off and pick up their children. The parking area is not paved at
the moment but it’s topped with gravel. Now here’s the situation, whenever we have
heavy rainfall, water running down the Main Street flows to our parking area and
continues down through our preschool playground. This typically happens about three or
four times a year. The runoff seriously affects our playground causing ruts and exposing
the tree roots. To correct this problem, the Iao Congregational Church has developed
plans, which has been approved by the County to build a retaining wall along the Main
Street side of our property and to level and improve the parking area on that Main Street
location. We hope to complete this project in 2008. The work will improve the safety of
our preschool children and their parents as well as our staff. Now the project will cost
about $500,000. We are asking the County for assistance in funding the portion of the
work that relates to the preschool. We estimate that 30 percent of the needed repairs can
be attributed to the preschool. The Tao Congregational Church will fund the remaining
70 percent. We greatly appreciate any assistance you can give us and thank you for your
consideration.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Mr. Yamamoto, you’re going to say something?
MR. YAMAMOTO: Thank you.
ALL: .. .(laughter). . .

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Members, any questions for the testifiers? Seeing none, thank you for
your testimony. The next testifier is Karen, Ms. Karen Fischer, followed by
Ms. Gerri Shapiro.

MS. FISCHER: . .. Good morning, Mr. Chairman, County Council Members, and Staff. T'm
Karen Fischer, President and CEO of the Maui Arts and Cultural Center. First, I’d like to
thank you and the Mayor for your ongoing support of the Maui Arts and Cultural Center
since the very beginning. The County has played a significant role and an important role
in being one of the foundations of the ability of the MACC to succeed. With your help,
we were able to serve over 275,000 people last year, which is a number that surprises us
every time we, we add them up.

I’m here to ask you once again for your support in this coming fiscal year. Maui can be
proud that the MACC is truly the finest comprehensive arts and cultural center in the
State of Hawaii. And we’re very much about economic development, about education
and about our community. The MACC is a strong part of Maui’s economy, there was last
year Americans for the Arts did a national economic impact study of the arts in various
communities. The MACC was selected as the Hawaii representative in that study and
what came out was a number of huge economic benefits when arts organizations are in
communities including an average spending of $35 above and beyond the tickets sold and
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things like food, baby sitters, gas, Hawaii that’s probably a higher number which results
in ancillary spending of over $5 million annually. Having a thriving arts center also
means jobs in this community and as you well know we’ll be going into construction,
which again will create jobs.

The corporate groups and the major entertainers that come on island also spend in this
community and just this past year Lexus did a two-week event at the MACC. They had
1,200 people coming, we became essentially a convention center. So the economic
impact was good not only for the MACC but also for the County. And as you know most
of our budget is spent on island, our money stays on island. We’re also very committed
to cultural tourism and part of that is an offshoot of our deep commitment to authentic
Hawaiian culture. Hokulani Holt Padilla is on our staff as our Cultural Programs
Director, Hawaiian culture is a keystone of who we are in this community and we’re very
proud that this year we were able to send the production of Kahekili which premiered on
Maui. It’s actually now touring Statewide but it also went to California and Arizona.
And for people who think of hula as something in Elvis movies, it was a real surprise to
see what real hula and what real kahiko hula looks like. And that’s part of our ability to
present a true picture of Hawaiian culture outside of the State.

We’re also as you know very much about education, it’s been a cornerstone of who we
are since the beginning. It’s no surprise that Maui is the first County in the State of
Hawaii to have Pomaikai School, the first arts integrated school, public school in the
State.

MR. TAGUCHI: Three minutes

MS. FISCHER: It, one thing that our kids learn is that, well, we see better attendance, we see
better attention of material, we see better learning, we see, we see self confidence. And
this is tomorrow’s workforce that we’re helping train. So we’re very much about a
healthy community and the health of this community. We thank you for your support and
we look forward to continuing to serve our community of Maui. Mabhalo.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Ms. Fischer. Members, questions for the testifier?
MS. FISCHER: Thank you.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you again for being here. Ms. Gerri Shapiro, followed by
Ms. Ann Blyde.

MS. SHAPIRO: ... Aloha, Members of the Budget Committee. My name is Gerri Shapiro and

I’m here to testify on behalf of the Maui Long Term Care Partnership. But first [ want to
talk about the weather. .. .(end of tape 1A - 9:38 a.m.). . .tsunamis that hit Indonesia and
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Thailand. But you probably haven’t read about the tsunami that’s on its way to Maui.
And it’s not a tsunami of water, it’s a tsunami of kupuna, a tsunami of seniors. It’s
predicted that the senior population of the State of Hawaii is going to double in the next
15 years. And even now we don’t have enough care workers to take care of our own here
on Maui. The Maui Long Term Care Partnership has spent the last four years providing
training and education for people to care for these seniors. They began by developing a
long-term care curriculum for the high schools which trained over 100 students in the last
four years. First we began at Lahainaluna then Maui High, Kamehameha, and this
coming year Baldwin High is going to institute this curriculum. When we asked the kids
what did they think about working with seniors they said, “E-e-ew, they’re old and
wrinkly and they have white hair.” But after completing the course and after spending
time with the seniors at Hale Makua and Maui Adult Daycare, here’s what they said: “I
did not want to have a group of unsociable, inactive seniors to work with. The ones that
just sit around and do nothing. Guess what, I ended up with those kinds of seniors but
it’s okay, it wasn’t so bad, I've actually learned a lot from them. From my experience
with all the long-term care visits I think it changed my perspective a bit. When I first
came in, I thought I’d hate it right away. But after these experiences, I think I would be
able to work in a long-term facility. Overall I had a lot of fun but it was too short, I wish
we had more time with those seniors.” And then a miraculous thing happened, these kids
went home and they taught their parents how to treat grandma with respect and
compassion. Last year, the Maui Long Term Care Partnership launched a pilot project at
Maui Community College, over 50 students were offered free training in elder care and
there is a flyer that describes it in your packet. At the nurse aid graduation one of the
students read a poem she wrote called Life is a Circle. Life is a circle. At birth we’re
cared for, we’re wrapped in a warm fuzzy blanket and we’re watched with a cautious eye.
We’re told what to do. In the blink of an eye the roles are changed, now we are caring
for those who cared for us.

MR. TAGUCHI: Three minutes

MS. SHAPIRO: We wrap them in warm fuzzy blankets. We watch them with a cautious eye,

we tell them what to do. If we’re lucky, life will always be a circle. The Maui Long
Term Care Partnership wants to continue to offer these types of programs, but they’re
going to need your help. Please grant their budget request so we can all age with aloha
on Maui. Thank you.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Ms. Shapiro. Members, questions for the testifier? Thank

you again for testifying. Ms. Ann Blyde. . .followed by Ms. Gail Raikes, Raikes.

MS. BLYDE: Good morning. My name is Ann Blyde. And I thank the Budget Committee for

allowing me to testify. I’'m here to testify on behalf of the Maui Long Term Partnership
and their funding request. I moved to my, Hawaii on my own and I have no family here,
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I’m one of the “wrinklees” that Gerri just mentioned. My plan is to live on Maui forever
and ever. . .and that’s a long time when you’re 69 years old. My primary concern since |
came here has been to try to work out how to take care of myself in these golden years.
And 1 really didn’t have a clue how to do that here on Maui. And thanks to the
partnership and--1 was able to attend an educational presentation on Aging with Aloha on
Maui at the Senior Center and this included a vast array of information about senior
services, home and community based service options, retirement planning, and
information tools about such things as long-term care insurance and reverse
mortgages. . .all these things one hears about but doesn’t know about in detail and they’re
so important. I left that presentation with an arsenal of helpful tools, including a print
directory of senior services which I have used extensively. This directory correlates all
of the available services for seniors, where to go for information that’s here on the island.
I found it invaluable. Because I’ve been given this road map, I was able to spend the last
year taking step-by-step actions that I had learned from the presentation that Gerri gave.
And now I feel much better informed about how to live here on Maui and hopefully how
to contribute a little bit towards this wonderful organization. 1 urge the Budget
Committee to approve continuing funding for this marvelous organization without which
I would have been lost. Their empathy and insightfulness into the perspective needs of
the elderly is truly remarkable. The amount of detail, the amount of forethought that goes
into one thing leading to another and guidance is just superb. Thank you for allowing me
to testify.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, any questions for the testifier? Seeing none,
thank you for your testimony. Ms. Raikes, followed by Ms. Jenny Sheppard.

MS. RAIKES: . . . Good morning, honorable Budget and Finance Chair Pontanilla and
distinguished Members of the Council. Thank you, again, for the opportunity to testify.
My name is Gail Raikes and I am the Program Manager for the Maui Family Support
Services, Early Head Start program. Our program serves expectant mothers and families
with children ages birth through 36 months. We have been fortunate enough to receive
funding from the County for the Fiscal Year 2007 and 2008 and thank you for your
continued support.

The funds received from the County enables our Early Head Start program to provide
services of a clinical psychologist, pediatric nurse practitioner and registered dietitian to
the families who participate in our home based and center based programs. Some
examples of the services provided included oral health screenings, nutrition planning and
assisting with referrals to our Part C providers who provide early intervention services.
These specialists are an integral part of our Early Head Start team working closely with
our parent/child educators and infant/toddler caregivers to deliver comprehensive
services. The County funds also help our program to maintain a position called the
Parent Involvement Facilitator. One of the duties of this individual is to convene our
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health services advisory committee, which is made up of health professionals such as
pediatricians, dentists, public health nurses, dental brokers and parents all who are
volunteering their time.

Through the efforts of this Committee we have been able to assist families with
strengthening their own advocacy skills enabling them to increase their access to health
care. As you can see the County has played a vital role in ensuring our programs delivery
of comprehensive health services. Thank you again for the opportunity to provide
testimony and on behalf of the families and children receiving services from the Maui
Family Support Services, Early Head Start program we look forward to continued
funding for our program in Fiscal Year 2009. As well as our continued partnership in
providing services for the families of Maui County. Thank you.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, questions for the testifier this morning? Seeing
none, thank you very much.

MS. RAIKES: Thank you.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: The next testifier, Jani Sheppard, followed by Ms. Linda Puppolo.

MS. SHEPPARD: Good morning, Chair, and good morning, Council Members. Thank you for
the opportunity to testify with you this morning. My name is Jani Sheppard and I am the
CEO with Maui Family Support Services. And I’'m here to support the program that Gail
just shared a little bit about with you--is our Early Head Start program for infants and
toddlers. In 2007, Maui Family Support Service will be celebrating its, or celebrated its
27" year of providing services to our Maui community. The Early Head Start program
provides services to infants and toddlers through our Early Childhood Development
Center and also through the home-based service option. The program provides free--that
is at no cost to families--quality childcare to income-eligible families who are working or
attending school. And I think that’s really important because that is, that program is
helping people to become self sufficient, helping families to provide for their children,
helping families to participate actively in their communities. We provide child
development services and the specialist services that Gail has just described and mental
health child development, nutrition and physical health. Provide weekly socializations
and opportunities for families to be with other families and other children and break some
of the isolation that happens with some of the families that we’re working with who are
experiencing some challenges. We have monthly parent education and support groups,
we also work with fathers to encourage fatherhood involvement in the lives of children.
And we have a Fatherhood Specialist, our fatherhood involvement facilitator who works
with all of our teams including our Early Head Start program to help to ensure that
fathers understand the vital role that they play in their child’s health development,
physical development, educational development, spiritual development and emotional
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development. And so that’s also a large part of the program. Each family must meet
very strict income eligibility guidelines, the eligibility guidelines for 2008 is $20,000 to
$20,204 for a family of three. So the program is serving some of the, the families who
are most in need in our community. MFSS is requesting that the Council continue to
support this program, we thank you and we also thank the Mayor for including this in the
line item budget for the past several years. And your support has been invaluable and we
truly appreciate it. And also that you know that your support leverages over $695,000 in
Federal funds and so you are playing a part in, in the Federal, the State and the Feds in
our community in helping to support this program. We also get support from and seek
support from foundations and community members and so by pulling all of that together
we create together a safety net for these families. Thank you for your attention and your
time and have a wonderful day.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you, Ms. Sheppard. Members, questions for the testifier at this
time? Seeing none, thank you for your testimony. Ms. Puppolo, followed by Kathleen,
Ms. Kathleen Heid.

MS. PUPPOLO: . . . Aloha and thank you for this opportunity to testify. My name is
Linda Puppolo, I'm the Treasurer of the Maui Flower Growers Association, the
Past-President of the Protea Growers Association, and the Past-Treasurer of the Hawaii
Tropical Flower Council. I’ve been working in the agricultural community on Maui
since 1986. 1 am here to testify in support of the Maui Flower Growers OED
development grant. This grant is crucial to the continuing support of the communities
flower growers by providing financial aid to the organization in the following ways.
Promotion and marketing that will make a presence in the local, national and worldwide
market with, through promotional events, collateral materials, advertising, continued
develop and maintenance of flourishing gift box program that sends members direct
orders which also results in repeat orders. The ability to hire a part-time executive
director to coordinate. Aid in the development of new hybrids and promote agritourism
activities for the visitor industry. Promote, perpetuate the beauty of the land and the idea
that Hawaii is an exotic place as a nitch market. Travel to the periodic meetings of the
Hawaii Tropical Flower Council to enable the growers from all over the State to work
together and share costs in all these things. Maui Flower Growers also raises funds
through the product of sales at events and has a commission gift box program. Over the
past two years it’s shown a 21 percent increase in commissions and a 25 percent increase
in direct sales to the members and this does not affect, this doesn’t even include all the
repeat customers, this is just first time customers. Maui Flower Growers has a part-time
paid executive director and a volunteer board, 150 people on the list and 50 growers that
actually, actively participate in the gift box program. A report was released called the
Demand for Inter-Island Shipping and the Impact of Shipping Costs on Hawaii
Agricultural Production. I’d be happy to share that report any time any of you ask me to.
It just came out on March 27", it specifically addresses the lessening container load, the
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discontinuing, lessen container load shipments into, into Maui in the year 2010 and the
remainder of the State by 2012. One hundred percent of all the farmers in this survey
said that they use ocean transport for their businesses either to bring supplies in or to
bring, to send supplies out. Rates for this service have increased significantly now
because the competition with the Hawaii Superferry, Young Brothers has also added a
fuel surcharge to all shipments, 63 percent of the growers did not feel shipping on the
Superferry would help their business or save costs. The schedule for Maui is especially
prohibitive and not conducive to growers’ needs. Flower growers only use air freight to
ship out supplies due to limited shelf life of the flowers.

MR. TAGUCHI: Three minutes.

MS. PUPPOLO: Only 6.5 percent of all the flowers in the State ship in full containers. Post-
911, we threw flowers away on a regular basis and air freight has become prohibitive.
One day. . .I shipped 5,850 pounds of flowers to Amsterdam. That company can no
longer do that due to rising air costs. I’m asking you please, this is the time to support
the flower growers, we need your help to stay viable in the market. Thank you so much.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, questions for the testifier? Member Johnson?
MS. PUPPOLO: Yes, ma’am?

COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Yes, do you have a specific line item that is included in this
budget? And if not what is the amount of funding that you’re requesting?

MS. PUPPOLO: Yes. Our grant that we are requesting through OED is for $32,600.
COUNCILMEMBER JOHNSON: Thank you.
MS. PUPPOLO: Thank you.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Any more questions, Members? Seeing none, thank you
very much. Kathleen Heid. . .followed by Ms. Nancy Bulosan-Marvin.

MS. HEID: Good morning. My name is Kathleen Heid and I’'m with Hui Malama Learning
Center. I dare say that there are a very few people in this room that have not somehow
been touched by Hui Malama whether you know family, friends or friends of friends that
have gotten services from Hui Malama Learning Center. My big concern right now is my
teachers and keeping quality teachers and being able to pay them enough so that they can
continue to work with an alternative learning center that helps the chain of education on
the, on Maui become stronger. We hope to replace that weak link with a strong link and
complete what needs to be done in education for Maui. I don’t want to take any more of
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your time because I appreciate that you’ve heard this many times over. So thank you
very much for hearing it one more time and please continue to support us. Thank you.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Questions for the testifier, Members? Seeing none, thank
you very much. Ms. Nancy Bulosan-Marvin. . .followed by Ms. Christine Haskins.

MS. BULOSAN-MARVIN: Good morning, Mr. Chairman and Council Members. I'm
Nancy Bulosan-Marvin and I’m the Finance Director of Maui Economic Development
Board. MEDB encourages its staff to volunteer as a way to keep a pulse on the
community of what’s going on and to assist others where we can by sharing our
experiences and, and strengths and assist anyway we can. So this morning, it’s my
pleasure to testify as a board member on behalf of Hui Malama Learning Center. 1
currently serve as the Treasurer for the Board of Directors, and I’'m here to ask for
continued support of the Hui Malama’s alternative education for youth in Maui. We
appreciate the funding support in the past two years. Our budget line request for this year
was for level funding. But we understand that with our meetings, our executive director’s
meetings with many of you that it would be unlikely that level funding would be
approved. We are appreciative of the amount included in the Mayor’s proposed budget,
as we’ll be able to continue support to provide the educational services that is essential to
preparing our youth to become contributing members of our local economy. On behalf of
our board and staff, I am here to ask you to support our budget line. While it costs over
$6,000 per year to educate each student in the DOE program, Hui Malama has been able
to address the unique educational needs of students that, that are not met in traditional
systems for a little over $1,100 per student. Of this amount, 39 percent is provided by
County funding. With County funding, we have been able to leverage other funding for
academic services as well as supplemental educational services such as positive youth
activities, teen pregnancy, drug and violence prevention classes, vocational and career
development support and parenting classes. Without County funding near the amount
proposed by the Mayor, we are at risk of losing not only other academic funding but also
the large amount of funding to provide the youth services. With the dedicated staft and
equally passionate board of 13 members, we are committed to continue looking for ways
to diversify our funding streams while staying true to our mission and providing quality
individualized services. I thank you for your time and support.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, questions for the testifier? Seeing none, thank
you for your testimony this morning. Ms. Christine Haskins, followed by
Ms. Alexis Dascoulias.

... Go ahead.
MS. HASKINS: Aloha. Good morning. Thank you. I'm here, Christine Haskins on behalf of

Hui Malama Learning Center. Over the years, I've come across a particular

-19-



BUDGET AND FINANCE COMMITTEE
Council of the County of Maui

April 11, 2008

disadvantaged population of families where students are having difficulty getting their
high school diploma. Parents and the students themselves tell me that due to their
families financial challenges they’re unable to have the children in school all day. So Hui
Malama offers these families, these families require their children to work to contribute
to the family income and therefore Hui Malama offers them an opportunity to go to
school two mornings a week and get their high school diploma opposed to every day, all
day. And of course their high school diploma offers them future opportunities to become
self sufficient and. . .contributing members of our community. Hui Malama also offers
parent education classes, most parents don’t take a class before they become parents and
face many challenges in raising their children in today’s society. The parent project,
parenting program offers parents the skills and tools that they need to provide their
children with discipline, structure and supervision so they can be safe and successful. So
we respectfully request your consideration of this request. Thank you.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, questions for the testifier this morning? Seeing
none, thank you again for your testimony.

MS. HASKINS: Thank you.
CHAIR PONTANILLA: Alexis Dascoulias, I hope I got it right, followed by Ms. Nancy Halley.

MS. DASCOULIAS: Good morning. My name is Alexis Dascoulias. So it’s pretty close
.. .(laughter). . .

CHAIR PONTANILLA: .. .(laughter). . .

MS. DASCOULIAS: T am the newly appointed Executive Director for Maui OnStage. And on
behalf of the staff, the Board of Directors, the volunteers, the artists and the audience
members who all use the historic lao Theater, I want to thank you for your continued
efforts in the revitalization of Wailuku Town as well as the historic lao Theater. The past
years have brought together great efforts between Maui OnStage, the community and the
County to repair and maintain the historic Tao Theater. Different grant sources with
matching funds from the County have enabled the continuation of repairing the theater,
which is a cultural and historic landmark for Maui which the community is deeply
grateful for. However the lao Theater continues to have urgent needs and this includes
the need for air conditioning and repairs, which are critical to the structural and financial
survival of the building operation. The lack of air conditioning is limiting the rental
potential of the theater as well as limiting audience and use appeal. The lao has lost
rentals and lost audience members due to the uncomfortable conditions the auditorium
brings on hot afternoons and evenings. In addition due to the leaks in the roof the Maui
OnStage staff must be on 24 hour alert every time it rains. The staff consistently
monitors the roof and the buckets, which are catching the leaks in the roof. These leaks
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create continuing deterioration of the historic lao Theater. The purchase and installation
of air conditioning at the lao Theater is going to cost $300,000. This estimate includes
purchasing an energy efficient air conditioning system for the entire building, the
installation of the system and six months assistance of operating costs. With the
installation of the air conditioning comes the need for the lao Theater ventilation project,
which will cost an additional $150,000. The justification for this expense is that with the
installation of the new air conditioning the lao Theater needs to revamp the existing
ventilation system. Because it is a historic registry building, special ventilation materials
and authorized contractors and engineers will need to be used. This will ensure however
that the building stays within the rules and regulations enforced by the National Registry
of Historic Buildings and will also have a properly functioning ventilation system. The
ventilation system will ensure that the use of the air conditioning is as efficient as
possible and will keep operating and electricity costs to a minimum. As described, the
roof of the Tao Theater is also in need of repair and some sections need replacing. The
cost of these interior and exterior repairs will be approximately $40,000. Again, I want to
thank you for supporting the arts, for appreciating the importance of the historic Iao
Theater, and for serving this great community. On behalf of the Board of Directors, the
staff) the volunteers, the artists and community thank you for considering the Iao Theater
improvement line item in the budget and thank you for your time and dedication.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, questions for the testifier? Seeing none, thank
you again for your testimony this morning. Ms. Nancy Halley, followed by Ms. Jan Yagi
Buen.

... She left. Okay.

MS. HALLEY: Good morning, Council Members. My name is Nancy Halley and I’'m here to
testify on behalf of Hui Malama Learning Center. I’m a teacher there, I teach science and
math in a program called High School Foundations. I consider myself on the front lines
down there and 1 want to thank you for supporting us in the past and I ask for your
continued support. I, I have heard that you possibly won’t be funding us on level as you
have in the past and, and it does sadden me because I know that we really do need your
support as best as you can give it.

A lot of the students that I have there have deep issues with anxiety. . .that probably has
happened through years of not getting the services they needed in public school. We
have a large population at the low socioeconomic level, and a lot of our students do have
learning disabilities and challenges. One of the students that I work with currently has
cerebral palsy, he is confined to a wheel chair and is legally blind. And I have a little
letter, well, it’s actually a very long letter but I’'m just going to read part of it that came to
me from his father, Robert Brito.
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Robert writes to us, “My wife and I and Dan are grateful that an alternative was out there
for Dan in the form of Hui Malama Learning Center and that they found a spot for Dan.”
I’'m sorry I'm reading it, I need glasses here. “Through Hui Malama Dan has gotten his
confidence back, achieved a level of success far greater than we could have hoped for or
imagined back in 2006. Dan has rediscovered that learning can be fun and he’s
absolutely thrived in school.” I just want to point out that recently we were able to take
him up to Hookipa and do an inter-tidal science, a field trip up there with our other
students and it was the first time, I was shocked, he had ever held coral in his hand and
looked at invertebrates from the ocean. And we were able to do that and your funding
helps us do special things like that so I appreciate that. His father also writes, “We hope
that everyone, including Dan, can somehow have the same opportunities Dan has had at
Hui Malama and that as long as public schools are open society can say that every student
has the same opportunity to learn. The school is open to them but, but really does every
student have the same opportunity to thrive at learning in a setting where everyone is
treated as though they have the exact same rate of learning and a more tailored brand of
teaching just doesn’t exist.”” Mr. Brito says no and he’s very thankful that Dan is able to
come to Hui Malama because he gets tailored education and he gets one-on-one services
that he’s not able to get at public schools. Dan recently went to Maui High before he
came to us. Mr. Brito goes on to say that, “Your funding of Hui Malama Learning Center
will help to ensure that an environment will continue to exist that allows children, who
for one reason or another, don’t do as well as other students in a traditional school
setting.”

MR. TAGUCHI: Three minutes.

MS. HALLEY: Okay. And he says, “With your help and funding and your continued support of
Hui Malama Learning Center, we are fully confident that this is an absolutely worthwhile
goal and it will be achieved.” Thank you for your time and your kind consideration of
this matter.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, questions for the testifier? Seeing none, thank
you again for your testimony this morning. The next testifier is Ms. Toni Marie Davis,
followed by Ms. Kyoko Kimura.

MS. DAVIS: ... Aloha. Aloha, Chairman Pontanilla and Members of the Council Committee.
Thank you for the opportunity to testify. My name is Toni Marie Davis, I'm the
Executive Director with the Activities and Attractions Association of Hawaii. We’re a
Statewide nonprofit trade organization consisting of 186, all the things to do in Maui or in
Hawaii. But a majority of our members are here in Maui ‘cause there is so much to do
here in Maui. And underneath my profession, I'm a Makawao mom--three kids, two
dogs. And I couldn’t stand before you here today and say anything that would
compromise the integrity or the quality of life for my children or Maui. 1 love it, I live
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here. And tourism executed responsibly is the most self-sustaining and lucrative industry
any community could wish for. Other communities are very jealous of what we’ve done
here, even within our own State the other islands are jealous of what we’ve done. You
were the first County Council to actually contribute additional money to MVB or the
Visitors Bureau in addition to what they get through HTA and HBCB. Other counties
now have followed suit with that because it is the right thing to do. In keeping the
balance with the local community, we need to target that quality visitor which we’ve
defined as high spending, long staying. And our MVB has done an excellent job at doing
that duty. I have some stats in my testimony that I gave you, I’'m not going to go through
those. But despite all these Maui successes the tourism industry is still very fragile.
When the terrorists attacked America in September 11™ an abrupt decline in visitors put
our economy into a tail spin from which we have only recently begun to recover. At this
time everyone felt the impact, everyone realized how connected they were to the tourism
industry. It is vital to our economy. It’s vital to have that to do all these social services
that are so very important. With that we’ve witnessed so far this year NCL pulling out
two ships, ATA and Aloha, Molokai Ranch. ..(end of tape 1B - 10:09
a.m.). . .uncertainties of increased war expenditures on the economy, fluctuations in oil
prices, real estate sub prime, cash, breakdown of credit markets, expected rise in inflation
and recent declines of consumer confidence. I believe is especially important to support
the marketing of tourism. A competitive world tourism is also getting even more
competitive out there and it’s difficult to attract tourists, it’s not as easy as it used to be.
And we have been losing some of our long time steadfast visitors to other destinations. I
was pleased to learn that it was level, the, the Mayor’s budget to you all was level. It’d
be nice in lieu of these other things if it could increase a little, but I urge you please don’t
touch it. It’s vital to everything else that you’re hearing about today here. Thank you so
much for this time to testify.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, questions for the testifier this morning? Seeing
none, thank you for your testimony. Ms. Kimura, followed by Ms. Sharon Suzuki.

MS. KIMURA: Aloha. My name is Kyoko Kimura, I’'m the General Manager of the Diamond
Resort up in Wailea. I’m not representing the HTA today but I’'m also chairing a
marketing committee of the Hawaii Tourism Authority. I’m here today to support two
items--one is Maui Visitors and Convention Bureau. We really appreciate your past
support and it’s obvious in the result of our occupancy and our raised room rates on this
island in. . .compared to other counties who don’t receive the support that we receive
here. However this year, we’re facing crisis, we’ve been calling emergency meetings at
the HTA. The ATA alone we’re going to lose 700,000 air seats annually. And nobody,
so far, has stepped up to the plate to fill this. Unless we create the strong demand here,
no, no other airline is going to fill this vacancy. We, at this, at this time the least you can
do is the level funding of 3.85. We have to really effectively counter this crisis. The, the
other item I want to support is, as a charter advisory board member of Maui. . .Focus
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Maui Nui. . .this, Focus Maui Nui, the result of this, this one, they don’t come from the
usual board. 1It’s really a voice of community. Like, they came to my workplace and we
gave extra 30 to an hour break during the work so that all the workers can, can participate
in this discussion. Even, usually very, very shy housekeeping department, they would
never come to a hearing like this to testify. But they did voice their opinion, what they
want for their Maui. So I want this, this plan to be kept on the shelf. This needs to be
kept alive, so I really need your support to this item. Thank you.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, questions for the testifier? Seeing none, thank
you again for your testimony. Ms. Suzuki, followed by Mr. Warren Watanabe.

MS. SUZUKI: Good morning, Chair Pontanilla and Members of the Budget and Finance
Committee. My name is Sharon Suzuki, I am the Manager of the Renewable Energy
Services Department at Maui Electric or MECo. I am providing testimony in support of
funds that MECo will be requesting from Office of the Economic Development’s budget
in the form of a grant that continues our joint efforts to encourage the use of solar water
heating systems. In addition, MECo also supports the fund, which the Office of
Economic Development is requesting, to encourage the development and adoption of
more renewable energy technologies by businesses and residents in Maui County.
MECo’s Renewable Energy Services Department is responsible for planning and
implementing strategies to provide reliable electricity and to aggressively pursue
opportunities to generate energy using renewable sources that will sustain our
environments on Maui, Lanai, and Molokai; partnering with organizations like the
County of Maui through the Office of Economic Development to ensure the
implementation of such programs and projects benefits the whole community. Since
2002, the County of Maui and MECo have been working together to promote the use of
renewable energy by increasing the number of solar water heating systems installed on
homes throughout the County through the Maui Solar Roofs Initiative. Grants from the
County established a zero interest revolving loan fund that breakdown the first cost
barrier of installing a solar water heating system. The loan payments are equal to the
expected savings from the use of the solar water heating system so the residents sees little
or no added monthly expense. The population target group is Maui County’s year-round
residents with preference given to low-income households. This program was initially
designed as a $1 million revolving fund, and since September 2002 a total of 700,000 has
been designated for the fund through five grants. Those five grants have allowed 425
Maui County families of all income levels to install solar water heating systems,
significantly reducing their electricity bills. Of the 425 recipients, about 53 percent of the
solar water heating systems were installed under the direct grant funding and 47 percent
were installed using the revolving component. The County of Maui provides the
financing and MECo administers the zero interest loans. We believe that the Office of
Economic Development’s funding in the area of renewable energy and in particular the
Maui Solar Roofs initiative will support our common goals of encouraging the use of
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renewable energy resources, assisting residents to reduce their energy payments thereby
making their homes and their businesses more affordable and profitable, helping to
support renewable energy technology businesses and lessening our dependence on fossil
fuels.

MR. TAGUCHI: Three minutes.

MS. SUZUKI: Thank you for this opportunity to submit testimony in support of the Office of
Maui Economic Development’s budget.

CHAIR PONTANILLA: Thank you. Members, questions for the testifier this morning? Seeing
none, thank you very much. Mr. Warren Watanabe, followed by Ms. Jocelyn Perreira.

MR. WATANABE: Good morning, Chairman Pontanilla and Members of the Committee. I'm
Warren Watanabe, Interim Executive Director of Maui County Farm Bureau. First of all,
we really want to thank the Council and the County Administration for all the years of
support we’ve had from the County of Maui. Basically, I think I did submit to
Chair Pontanilla our requested budget. In addition to the Maui County Farm Bureau
programs, we also represent the five different commodity groups within, within our
budget request. I want to focus on two issues that are, programs that we’ve, we’ve, we
really focus on and one is the Grown on Maui. Again, thanks to the County Office of
Economic Development this program was developed several years ago and we are
continuing to work on it. And I think the key to it, to this program is to keep the farmers
viable in Maui County. And again we all talk about helping agriculture, preserving ag
lands and this is very critical, if the farmers are not making a living you won’t have
agriculture. The other thing I want to talk about is our Ag in the Classroom program.
We are in our third year. Each year is expanded to more schools. This year, we’ll be
again hosting a field day at one of two locations thanks to CTHAR, one of their
experiment stations on Maui. This year, we’ll be holding the program on May 14" and
15™  And of course you’re all invited if you can make it. I know you’ll still be probably
hammering out our budget, but anyway it’ll be. . .on the first day we’ll have 180 students.
On the second day, we’ll host 150 students which is a big increase from previous years.
And again, you know, without the help of the County of Maui, this program would never
have begun. We are looking at this on a Statewide level. I am by, I guess by default
Chairman of the State Committee also for Ag in the Classroom, and so we are embarking
on a State program. And we are making progress; Kauai is also doing this on their island.

And again 1 just want to express our support. And I think for us in agriculture it’s
important that you support, support the industry. And our support from Farm Bureau
extends to and it’s not limited to the flower growers as you heard Linda speak to, speak
about it. The College of Tropical Agriculture, soil conservation districts, aquaculture and
the various other aspects included in the Administration’s budget. Thank you.
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